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New T 'rial itules 
For Handling of ! 
Secrets Backed 

\ Associated Press 

Government lawyers told congress- I 
men yesterday that new trial rules on I 
disclosing defense secrets could make I 
it easier to prosecute foreign spies j 
and high U.S. officials accused of j: 
wrongdoing. f 

Deanne Siemer, the Pentagon’s gen- j 
eral counsel, said legislation imposing \ 
the new rules would allow the govern- g 
ment to prosecute more cases because f 
it would know in advance what se- J 
crets could and could not be disclosed, f 

“It would remove the element of 
surprise which is our most significant | 
problem,” she told a House intelli- 1 
gence subcommittee. 

The panel is conducting hearings on 
bills that would allow judges to rule 
at secret pretrial hearings what secret 
information a defendant could require 
to be disclosed at trial. 

The Justice Department and the 
agency involved would then decide 
whether to go ahead with a public 
trial or drop the case rather than al- 
low the secret to be disclosed. 

Assistant Attorney General Philip 
B. Heymann said the new rules would 
permit more proecution particularly 
of cases involving espionage, high gov- 
ernment officials and, to a lesser ex- 
tent, corporate bribery of foreign offi- 
cials. 

Those are the types of cases, he 
said, in which defendants are most 
likely to contend their defense re- 
quires disclosures of government se- 
crets. 

The^ high government officials 
would be those who deal with classi 
fied information and might contend 
that disclosure of a particular secret 
is essential to show justification for 
their actions, he said. 

But Morton Halperin, prepresenting 
the American Civil Liberties Union, 
asserted the government lacks the 
will, not the rules, to prosecute its 
high officials. 

“In our view the lack of such will 
has been the primary impediment to 
proceeding with prosecutions directed 
at such former high officials as Rich- 
ard Helms and L. Patrick Gray,” 
Halperin said. 

The Justice Department is prosecut- 
ing former FBI director Gray on 
charges of conspiring to spy on the 
radical Weather Underground with il- 
legal burglaries, mail opening and 
wiretapping. 


